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American Heart Association news release: 
Mary Ann Scully Excellence in Nursing Award  

honors outstanding nurses  
 

PITTSBURGH –The American Heart Association honored the outstanding work of cardiovascular 

nurses at the 3
rd

 annual Mary Ann Scully Excellence in Nursing Award breakfast.  This event 

celebrates the best and brightest of nurses in the region, in addition, highlights an individual nurse 

for their lifetime accomplishments in the field of cardiovascular nursing.   

 

The winner of this year’s Mary Ann Scully Excellence in Nursing Award is Linda Gordon, CRNP 

APN, Donohue Cardiology Associates, LLC.   

 

It has been said that Linda “revolutionized the practice of cardiology” with her diligence and 

forward thinking.  She not only brings compassion to her expertise, she brings a visionary 

perspective on how providers need to position themselves and continually challenge, review and 

adjust practice guidelines to meet the changing forces of the patient population.  Gordon runs a risk 

reduction clinic that provides preventative care and education to low income and uninsured 

residents.  She is actively involved with AHA’s Go Red For Women campaign and offers lectures 

in the community on women’s health issues.  In addition, Ms. Gordon is currently working toward 

her doctorate degree. 

 

When Mary Ann Scully died in January, 2007, it was realized that there was no award that 

recognized the many exceptional cardiac nurses in our region, so to fill the void, the American 

Heart Association established the Mary Ann Scully Excellence in Nursing Award.   

 

Dr. William Follansbee, professor of medicine and director of nuclear cardiology at UPMC, worked 

closely with Mary Ann Scully and is among the lead volunteers of the American Heart Association 

that helped to establish the Nursing Task Force-- responsible for the nomination process of this 

award.  “There is a tremendous pool of talented and dedicated nurses who have spent entire careers 

making enormous contributions, ” said Follansbee.  “This award is a fitting tribute to recognizing 

these talented individuals that exemplifies all of what Mary Ann stood for.”    
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“The nomination itself is an important recognition,” explained AHA volunteer, Bonnie Anton, nurse 

project coordinator, UPMC St. Margret.  “All regional hospitals and appropriate organizations are 

invited to submit nominations of candidates for this prestigious award.”   

 

 

The criteria for the Mary Ann Scully Excellence in Nursing Award are: 

 Lifetime commitment to cardiac nursing 

 Exhibits quality and compassionate patient care 

 Demonstrates exemplary commitment to the mission of the American Heart Association 

 Committed to continued education and teaching 

 Outstanding leadership in the nursing field 

 

This year, nine nurses were honored and recognized at the breakfast.  Linda will be presented with 

the award at the Pittsburgh Heart Ball on Feb. 26 at the David L. Lawrence Convention Center. 

 

 

 

About the American Heart Association  

The American Heart Association is the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary health organization 

dedicated to fighting heart disease and stroke. Our mission is to build healthier lives by preventing, 

treating and defeating these diseases – America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers. We fund cutting-edge 

research, conduct lifesaving public and professional educational programs, and advocate to protect 

public health. To learn more or join us in helping all Americans, call 1-800-AHA-USA1 or visit 

americanheart.org.  
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